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September 27, 1
Mr, Robert Ubell, Iditor
THE SCLENCES
Hew York Academy of Sciences
2 Fast 63 Street

New York, N,Y, 10021

Dear Mr, Ubell:

S0 that your readers may be properly and fairly informas

Voooas

the recombinant DNA coatroversy, it is important that The Se:o. ..

i . .

and correct, in adequately prominent format, the following cits!
and error (Volume 16, No, 5 September/October 1976),
The omission concerns the printed lotter of Dr, Joshut Ledest.x

. . as a Nobel Ieaureate, . . .
who is described only by name; and by affiliation with Stanford ey

. . . i . . honov: |
Medical Schooly thus implying that his viaws are thosa of Gl fo Bt

entist, In fact, however, Dr, Lederberg is comnscted with the Cot.s
ation of California, & company set up to utilize Tecombinani %A .

for large-scale production of micro-organisms for industrial e,

Murthermore, also without public disclosure of any com=rimial ss °

exest in the develogment of recombinant INA research, Dr, Ledee: oo
on the Advigory Committee to the World Ilealthn Organization = trn. o7

tions, In June, 1975, at the héight of the hotly~conteat:! , :i'». =
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vergy, this Adviso Committee issued a declaration, in whi#
Ed i
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Lederberg participated, supporting the advancement of recombdiru. A
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In addition, Dr, Lederberg aided in the dsvelopuent of the !

3t : * 3 : . " ameart Wl S
stitutes of Health guidelines for the United States Covernment #!

. - - . . : canontnant Lk
closing thim pexsonal, commercial interest in advancing recumbinus
search, which less siringent guidelines would favor,

. st . N . ' N - (R :Lf‘i-““‘;
kvery citizen, scientist or no, has the right to have crmw=v
[

. naned or ioosd
However, these tles must be openly declared to avoid plained o¥ &

. . . . ' - a with
deception of the public; and no advisory or developmental rola
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ment may be accepted, thus avoiding a conflict of intercst,

The error in need cf correction occurs in the editorial {p. 1) which
gtates, "The moratorium ended on June 28 when the NIH issucd Guidelines
gspecifying exactly under vwhat conditions gonetic engineering may be per-
formed," The voluntary, international 18~-montih moratorium on recombinant

THA research of the most hazardous levels, which Dr, Faul 3erg and ascocie
ates called for in July, 1974, lasted only for geven months, Fow in Iebru-
ary of 1975, a majority of the scientists at the Asilomar Confe wnce voted

to end the woratorium,

Tie guldelines worae iemusd on June 2%, 1376 wilthout the woyvired Fovir
onmental Impact Statement, thus offering to those already at work, government
ganction and subsidy; and thus depriving the public of its mandated roriici-
pation in open, ongoing ev: Jaftion of the alleged venefita sad rinks of this

hazardous technology and its policy formulation,

Yours very tnly,
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O(J‘?A /‘_;’J ”&f&vlg;vi ;,‘3\"3 e,
Francine ROULHJQA Simrving

RS Uomittee for Genetics
S

CC: Mayor Alfred E, Vellueci, Cambridge, Mass,
Mr, Dzaiel Hayes, Chairman
Canbridge Laboratory Erxperimentation Review Doard



